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Fr. John holds degrees from Harvard University,
Yale University, and St. Vladimir’s Seminary, where
he taught canon law and church history from 1973
until his retirement to Tucson, Arizona, in the
summer of 2009. His publications include The
Challenge of Our Past: Essays in Orthodox Church
History and Canon Law; Orthodox Christians in
America: A Brief History; The Quest for Unity:
Orthodox and Catholics in Dialogue (with John
Borelli); and over eighty articles and book chapters.

Fr. John now enjoys what his wife Popadija Helen describes as a “failed retirement.” On
a national level he continues to be involved in activities of the Orthodox Church in America
(OCA). On a regional level he serves as acting priest of St. Stephen Nemanja Serbian
Orthodox Church in historic Bisbee, Arizona, and he substitutes elsewhere in the desert
Southwest as needed, serving roughly equally in parishes of the Greek Orthodox
Archdiocese, the Antiochian Orthodox Archdiocese, and the OCA. While he still pursues
his long-time hobby of adapting Orthodox liturgical music for use in English, he has
developed an interest in Helen’s “failed retirement” specialization: landscape architecture
and historic preservation.



